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James McBride,

journalist, musician,

son, and author au

courant, explores

his mother's past,

as well as his own

upbringing and

heritage, in this 

poignant and

powerful 1996

debut.

One of only a few

Asian Americans at

her school, Michelle

tells an exquisite

story of family,

food, grief, and

endurance,  as she

deals with her

mother’s high

expectations, and

later, her mother’s

terminal illness. 

At 22, Suleika

receives the

shattering diagnosis

-  luekemia, with a  

35 percent chance

of survival. She may

have survived

chemo, but she has

no idea how to live,

and so she embarks

on a journey...

In powerful black

and white comic

book images, this

coming-of-age

graphic memoir is at

once a story of

growing up in Iran

during the Islamic

Revolution and a

reminder of the

human cost of war

and political

repression. 
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